News
by <Blancestry

https://www.newspapers.com/image/974849712/

The Atlanta Journal (Atlanta, Georgia) - Tue, Aug 20, 1985 - Page 39
Downloaded on Aug 20, 2026

Young tells Perry Homes residents
‘justice will prevail’ in man’s death

By Howard Pousner
Staff Writer

Mayor Andrew Young assured
angry residents of the Perry domes
housing project Monday afternoon
that the mysterious death of Eddie
Kirkland is being thoroughly investi-
gated and that “justice will pre-
vail.”

The mayor held two meetings
with residents of the 1,076-apart-
ment complex, owned by the Atlan-
ta Housing Authority, in response to
growing unrest over Kirkland’s
death. Kirkland died last Tuesday
after scuffling with police who ar-
rested the 41-year-old man at Perry
Homes in the course of investigating
a gunshot.

Young’s first meeting, a closed-
door session with officers of the
Perry Homes Tenant Association,
lasted 1% hours. Afterward, the
mayor spoke to about 75 residents
for 30 minutes, asking for their pa-

“I have agreed that.] will report

back to the community next week
at this time about what'’s transpired
and the following week if necessary
until we get some thorough under-
standing of what's going on,” Young
told the crowd.

The mayor also promised that if
the investigations uncover evidence
of unnecessary force leading to
Kirkland's death, the guilty officers
will be suspended and prosecuted.

But several people in the crowd
called for the immediate suspension
of all officers involved in the inci-
dent, and they said they believed
police were responsible for Kirk-
land’s death.

“If a man commits a crime, he
needs to be arrested, taken to jail
and tried by a jury,” the Rev. Sher-
man Manning told Young. “We don’t
think the police officer should be
the judge and the jury right there
on the scene. They killed the man.
You know they beat him to death.”

Young responded that he be-

they're under a great deal of pres-

sure, (and) where the citizens feel
they're under a great deal of pres-
sure. We want to make sure that we
resolve this.”

Manning, who identified himself
as an associate of the Rev. Hosea
Williams, told the mayor, ‘“People
like you have gotten into office and
you've closed the door and forgotten
about poor people,” a charge that
brought cheers and applause from
the crowd.

But Mary Sanford, president of
the Perry Homes Tenant Associa-
tion, said after attending both meet-
ings that she thought Young's visit
had lessened tension at the housing
project.

Mrs. Sanford added, however,
that answers about Kirkland’s death
must come soon.

In a mailgram sent Monday, the
Rev. Joseph Lowery, president of
the Southern Christian Leadership
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